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If research can help us view problems and solutions more clearly, (and we spend so much 
effort, funding, and energy on research activities), how can we improve efforts to bridge 
research to practice? 



  

 
 
 
There are many basic research findings in 

prevention and intervention fields that are 
valuable for dissemination to the general public, 
media, school officials, and policymakers. 



Anti-violence programs that work (Slee, 2015) 

•  have a sound theoretical base 
 

•  address strong risk factors 
 

•  involve long-term treatments 
 

•  provide counseling 
 

•  improve social skills (SEL) 
 

•  are developmentally appropriate 

•  have program fidelity 



•  fail to address strong risk factors eg + attitudes toward 
violence 
 

•  are of limited duration 
 

•  are developmentally inappropriate 
 

•  have poor implementation protocols 
 

•  have poorly trained staff 
 

•  use scare or punishment tactics 

Anti-violence programs that do not work (Slee, 2015) 



Recurring Themes for Effective Prevention/Intervention 

•  Resources for Sustainability of Initiatives 
•  Restorative approaches 
•  School Climate  
•  School Health and Wellness  
•  Leadership & Teacher Professional Dev’t  
•  Whole school buy-in 
•  Family/community engagement  
•  Social & Emotional Learning (#SEL) 
•  #StudentVoice 

Relationships, Relationships, Relationships! 



Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological System’s Theory (1979)  



Integrating Theoretical Orientations from 
Educational, Psychological, and Communications 
Research to Support Strategies for Bridging 
Research to Practice  



 
 
   

 
 

              … you mean this is not   
 
 
a meta-analysis… 
 
empirical study… 
 
involving national or regional databases… 
 
experimental or even quasi-experimental in design?  
 
 
 

  



 
 
  

What this theoretical integration will include 
 
1)  Evidence of a “Communication Gap” in U.S. media 

coverage of academic research in education  

2)  Examples of current social media practices from 
crowd-sourced bullying prevention initiatives with 
wide public reach* #nobullnation #standkind  

3)  Examples of a Social Media Content Curation tool to 
support researchers’ efforts to disseminate Research-
based approaches to School Violence Prevention 
more widely than one-time social media sharing. 

 

 
 

  



Common  

Let’s explore  
“Gaps” in Education  



Common  

“Achievement Gaps”… 



 
 

http://thinkprogress.org/economy/2012/05/17/486244/chart-income-inequality-education/ 



Common  

are now recognized to be… 



Common  

Opportunity Gaps 



http://awesome.good.is/transparency/web/1105/opportunitygap/transparency.jpg 



Common  

“School Climate Gaps”? 



Common  

What if… 
“Research-to-Practice Gaps”  

may be related to… 



“Communication Gaps” 

“A failure of understanding, usually because 
of a lack of information, especially between 
different age groups, economic classes, 
political factions, or the like.” 
 
 
 
 
http://www.whatdoesthatmean.com/dictionary/C/communications-gap.html#ixzz3aRmnLiRP 



Example:  
Media Communications 
Gap Related to High Profile 
Bullying Incidents 



June 2012 // “Bus Bullying Incident” of Karen Klein 
with High Profile Media coverage  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

High-Profile national attention to the issue yet media coverage lacked 
evidence-based approaches or research-supported practices for 
prevention or intervention.  



Public Narratives and responses to high profile events are 
often uninformed by research. Evidence/research-based 

approaches seem hidden from public awareness 

                                    
    
   “Punish!!”  “Zero-Tolerance” “Punish!!!” 



                                    
    

   Meanwhile in Academia…  









“If the output of science articles were the volume of a swimming pool, the total 
papers that made it to a mainstream audience through the news media would fill 
only a quart, and the non-health/medicine papers would be just two 
tablespoons.”  (Suleski & Ibaraki, 2010, p. 120 as cited in Yettick, 2015).   
 
  



“The results of this study suggest that in the education field, the 
medicine dropper might be a more appropriate instrument of 
measurement.”  (Yettick, 2015, p. 2) 



Gatekeeping Theory 
•  Inequality in mass social decisions (foods or news consumed by general 

public 
•  “Gatekeepers” determine whether gates swing open or close shut (Lewin) 
•  Mass communications research has examined gatekeeping influences 

http://communicationtheory.org/gatekeeping-theory/  



“Gate-watching”  
•  Internet eraà Gatekeeping hasn’t disappeared but has evolved to include 

more audience perspectives.  
•  Bruns (2009) proposed “gatewatching”  



Yettick, 2015 
 “Peer-reviewed academic journals are barely a footnote to news media 

coverage of education: Of the 227,095 items that ran in the sampled 
outlets during the sampled days, 1,558 (0.69%) mentioned education 
research. Of these 1,558, 45 (3%) mentioned peer-reviewed journal 
research (see Figure 1). By contrast, 695 (45%) mentioned 
government research.” (Yettick, 2015, p.4) 

 
 
So, only 3% of the LESS THAN 1% of news items that 

mentioned education research referred to peer-
reviewed journal research in education. 



“No American Educational Research Association (AERA) 
journals were mentioned by the print news media during the 
sample period. Further, only 3 of the 33 interviewees said they 
used AERA or its annual conference as a resource. “Why I didn’t 
use them before—I just didn’t know about them,” said 1 of the 
3.  A veteran education reporter for a major metro daily newspaper, 
she had only just learned of the organization’s existence.”  

       (Yettick, 2015, p. 4) 



As a community of educational researchers, how can we make more of 
an impact in public awareness about effective approaches to prevention 
and intervention? 
 



“One of the easiest ways to increase the amount 
of peer-reviewed education research that is 
publicly available would be for university-based 
bloggers to mention it more often.” … 
       – (Yettick, 2015, p. 11) 





 
Content Curation can occur at numerous levels 
 
I. Wide-reaching initiatives capitalize on student 
voice and curate messages to disseminate 
through social media 
 
II. Content Curation tools/apps can provide 
individuals with capacity to “publish” steady 
stream of organized, current, highly relevant 
updates in a given area of interest aimed to 
interested audiences. 
 
 



Student Voice + Creative Expression + Videos + Social Media Platforms 
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Bullying Prevention Social Movements Tap into 
CrowdSourced Content 



Bullying Prevention Social Movements Tap into 
CrowdSourced Content and Social Media Sharing 

Screenshot 2015-05-21 23.41.36 





From “NoBull” video reel  (nobullchallenge.org)  



From “NoBull” video reel  (nobullchallenge.org)  



Issues for consideration related to 
Crowd-Sourced Video Content 

 (Preliminary Observations from NB Samples) 

•  Allows for creative expression 
•  The power of personal “stories” 

•  Socially connected and high 
potential for message 
dissemination, especially to youth 
generations in schools 

 
•  Potential power to reach massive 

networks  

•  Students see many others w/ 
similar struggles  

•  May reduce feelings of isolation/
disconnection, increase sense of 
empowerment by participating in 
movement 

•  Informed primarily by personal 
experiences (for better or 
worse) 

 
•  Possibility of perpetuating 

media myths and/or 
misinformation 

•  “Mirroring” of potentially 
harmful behaviors or linking of 
experiences to maladaptive 
coping strategies  

•  Absence of research-informed 
approaches to prevention 





How can researchers and academics use 
Content Curation tools to support bridging of 

Research to Practice?  

ScoopIt.com 
 
Learnist.com 
 
Storify.com  



Content Curation Example: http://bit.ly/safe_schools_resources  







“From Bibilometrics to Altmetrics” 



Questions? Comments? Connect! 

Roxana Marachi, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor of Education  
San José State University  
roxana.marachi@sjsu.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content Curation Sites Related to Safe Schools, 
School Climate, and Social/Emotional Learning 
http://bit.ly/Safe_Schools_Resources  
http://bit.ly/SEL_Resources  
 
 
 
 
 


