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A few things to keep in mind…

• There is variation across both public and charter sectors – community based, corporate, online, 
virtual, and regionally may have different outcomes

• Macro and micro level perspectives are important to understand trends

• Concern about unchecked charter growth has been primarily focused on rapidly proliferating 
charter chains 

• Current charter law does not allow for true local control about charter school expansion – “First 
do no harm” does not apply. 

• More research needs to be done locally to match state data with what is happening on the ground 
in communities
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Power imbalance

+
Repeated harm à à à à à

Definitions of bullying vary, yet have two main features…



Shift in perspective of analyses

… from micro to macro
… from playground to policy
… from sandbox to society

Bullying Definition Image screenshot from: Anti-Bullying Alliance definition of bullying video (Youtube) www.anti-bullying.org.uk



Need for attunement to Race Equity 
“Blind Spots” in policies impacting students, schools, and communities





https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/ceffingertipfacts.asp

California Enrollment Data 2016-17 



https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/ceffingertipfacts.asp

Enrollment in Charter vs. Public Schools – 2016-17



https://www.sccoe.org/supoffice/charter-schools-office/Documents/2016-
17%20Charter%20School%20Report%20Final.pdf



Brief History and Timeline

1991 Minnesota is the 1st state to pass laws allowing charter schools

1992 Nation's first charter school opens

2000 U.S. has nearly 2,000 charter schools

2011 There are more than 5,000 charters, and they enroll ~5% of all public school students.

2016 Number of charter schools nationally tops 6,800*
[after 2,500+ have been closed since 2001]



http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0895904814528794

Journal of Education Policy, 2014 



School Privatization & EdTech: Two Sides of The Same Coin 

https://eduresearcher.com/2017/02/05/alec_devos
https://www.prwatch.org/news/2016/03/13054/cas
hing-kids-172-alec-education-bills-2015

https://www.thenation.com/article/how-online-learning-
companies-bought-americas-schools/



http://sco.lt/6bQhur



Funding and Politics Drive Policy [Example from Maine]

https://www.pressherald.com/2012/09/01/virtual-schools-in-maine_2012-09-02/



https://www.mercurynews.com/2016/04/17/k12-inc-california-virtual-academies-operator-exploits-
charter-charity-laws-for-money-records-show/

Example from California also with K12Inc. 



The Perfect Storm: Disenfranchised Communities 
(Video on Vimeo)

https://vimeo.com/161523742



“Taken from a critical race theory perspective, 
these counterstories are used with other evidence to 
present the experiential perspective of communities 
of color on the lessons learned from the 
implementation of this public educational policy. 
These counterstories thematically share the 
argument that allegedly innovative market-based 
reforms fail to serve the needs of the students and 
the communities they live in. These failures are 
comprised of the marginalization of experienced 
minority teachers in favor of predominantly 
inexperienced white teachers, the restructuring 
of public education as a primarily profit 
generating asset, reducing access to special 
education services through “cost containment” 
measures, and a non-democratic process of 
external actors imposing reforms without regard 
to community input or participation.”

Selected quote from book review:

http://sco.lt/6vGDMf



“…we shared how we face two hour commutes to and 
from school, are forced to experiment with digital 
learning with systems like Odyssey, are punished for 
having the wrong color sweater, or how we worry about 
being able to attend a school that will give us the 
education we need.”…

https://eduresearcher.com/2017/04/29/nola-charter/

Student concerns shared at NAACP Task Force Hearing on 
Charter Schools in New Orleans (2017)



http://www.philanthropyr
oundtable.org/file_upload
s/Blended_Learning_Guid
ebook.pdf

Philanthropy Roundtable (formerly chaired by B. DeVos) 
published 150 page philanthropic guidebook for givers. 
Clearly acknowledges lack of research yet outlines 
dozens of strategies to continue to push BL into schools. 

Report includes heavy representation of charter school case studies of software adoptions 
(focusing on primarily low-income Black and Latino children). Content analyses reveal 
zero mention of health, safety, or developmental concerns.  Only mention of “health” is 
of the “Slow uptake of technology in healthcare and education”



https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/research/k-12-education/integration-and-diversity/choice-without-
equity-2009-report/frankenberg-choices-without-equity-2010.pdf



https://www.inthepublicinterest.org/wp-content/uploads/InthePublicInterest_Inequality_Sec5_Sept2016.pdf



https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/research/k-12-education/integration-and-
diversity/charters-as-a-driver-of-resegregation/Charters-as-a-Driver-of-Resegregation-012518.pdf



https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3128802



ACE Charter High School – East San Jose 

https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/dqCensus/DisSuspRate.aspx?year=2016-
17&agglevel=School&cds=43694270125617



Marketing + media appear to be shaping public opinion more so than 
research 





Media messages have focused on highlighting the “1 in 5” 
charters: Public largely unaware of issues and concerns with 
larger sector

For more, see: Charter Schools & “Choice”: A Closer Look: http://bit.ly/chart_look



• "Key Takeaway: Increasing numbers opting for online and blended 
learning schools despite evidence of poor performance.”

• [Selected quote]:
• “Measures of school performance consistently show virtual school outcomes that lag 

significantly behind those of traditional brick-and-mortar schools,” said Gulosino. “While this 
finding did not surprise us, given past research with similar findings, we were surprised to find 
that blended schools tended to score similar or lower on performance measures than virtual 
schools.”

• "Nevertheless, enrollment growth has continued, assisted by vigorous 
advertising campaigns, corporate lobbying, and favorable legislation.”

Virtual and Blended Learning Schools 
Continue to Struggle and Grow

http://nepc.colorado.edu/newsletter/2016/04/virtual-schools-annual-2016



“Cyber Charters Have Overwhelming Negative Impact” 

• http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/DigitalEducation/2015/10/CREDO_online_charters_study.html



http://populardemocracy.org/sites/default/files/Charter-School-Fraud_Report_2017

Center for Popular Democracy, May 2017



http://nepc.colorado.edu/blog/are-charters-beacons



https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/resources/projects/center-for-civil-rights-remedies/school-
to-prison-folder/federal-reports/charter-schools-civil-rights-and-school-discipline-a-comprehensive-
review/losen-et-al-charter-school-discipline-review-2016.pdf    



https://www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/resources/projects/center-for-civil-rights-remedies/school-
to-prison-folder/federal-reports/charter-schools-civil-rights-and-school-discipline-a-comprehensive-
review/losen-et-al-charter-school-discipline-review-2016.pdf     



Experiences of communities harmed by charter 
expansions are not being covered by media 



Voices from America’s Affected Communities of Color 
(Journey for Justice Alliance, 2014) Death By A Thousand Cuts: 

http://j4jalliance.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/J4JReport-final_05_12_14.pdf



Selected quote from NAACP Resolution Calling for a 
Moratorium on Charter School Expansion

“…Whereas, the NAACP shares the concerns of the Journey for 
Justice Alliance, an alliance of 38 organizations of Black and Brown 
parents and students in 23 states, which has joined with 175 other 
national local grassroots community, youth, and civil rights 
organizations calling for a moratorium on the Federal Charter 
Schools program, which has pumped over $3 Billion into new charter 
schools, many of which have already closed or have failed the 
students drawn to them by the illusive promise of quality”… 

https://eduresearcher.com/2016/10/21/naacp/



http://j4jalliance.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/J4JReport-final_05_12_14.pdf



http://j4jalliance.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/J4JReport-final_05_12_14.pdf



Failure [Closure/Land Grabs] By Design?

“A Comprehensive 
Guide to Charter 
School Closure”

http://sco.lt/80B85Z



Public School Closures (2012)

http://j4jalliance.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/J4JReport-final_05_12_14.pdf



https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=30



https://eduresearcher.com/2017/04/24/privatization-explained/



http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/education/article199107149.html

“Paramount Collegiate Academy” whose charter was denied at District and County Levels, and 
approved at State closes abruptly mid-year



https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-
sheet/wp/2013/05/28/ed-school-dean-urban-school-reform-is-
really-about-land-development-not-kids/?utm_term=.ef77a9f69fd5



http://sco.lt/9IcTKb



• Rapid growth, increasingly targeting low-income communities
• Privately managed boards do not represent public interests yet 

make decisions about how public funds are spent
• Increased segregation
• Disproportionately high use of suspensions/expulsions
• Violations of parent’s/children’s rights
• Conflicts of interest, fiscal mismanagement, and psychologically 

harmful environments within rapidly growing Charter Management 
Organizations

Equity related concerns include… 

https://eduresearcher.com/2016/10/21/naacp/



• Annual missing charter funds estimated at nearly half a billion 
dollars
• Growth trends and [lack of regulatory] practices mirror predatory 

lending practices that led to sub-prime mortgage disaster
• Forced co-locations increase tensions/conflict within school 

communities
• Weak oversight leads to waste and high rates of closures
• Overrides of district/county decisions erode local control  

• https://eduresearcher.com/2016/10/21/naacp/

Equity related concerns include… 



Selected quotes from NAACP Resolution Calling for 
a Moratorium on Charter School Expansion (2016)

… “the NAACP hereby supports a moratorium on the proliferation of 
privately managed charter schools... 

... opposes bills that would weaken the investigative powers of any 
legislative body from uncovering charter school fraud, corruption and/or 
waste…

... supports legislation and executive actions that would strengthen local 
governance and transparency of charter schools, and in so doing, affirms 
to protect students and families from exploitative governance practices.” 

https://eduresearcher.com/2016/10/21/naacp/



https://vimeo.com/120338240

“School Closure Playbook” (Video on Vimeo)



https://public.tableau.com/profile/civil.rights.project.at.ucla#!/vizhome/CostofCASuspensions/DistrictDash

“Out of sight, out of oversight” Limitations for cross sector/equity analyses 



“Out of sight, out of oversight” Limitations for cross-sector/equity analyses



Demographic Analysis of Schools Slated For Closure in 
Oak Grove School District, San Jose, California

Document submitted to SJ/SV NAACP by parent from Del Roble.  Highlighted schools were those 
initially slated for closure (with Baldwin placed on a one-year delay pending follow up evaluation of 
enrollments). There are 16 elementary schools district and 3 middle schools in the district. 



http://schottfoundation.org/blog/2013/07/09/debunking-myths-school-closures



http://schottfoundation.org/blog/2013/07/09/debunking-myths-school-closures // www.otlcampaign.org



Privatization Drains Resources from Public Schools 



https://www.inthepublicinterest.org/report-the-cost-of-charter-schools-for-public-school-districts/

In The Public Interest, April 2018



https://eduresearcher.com/2018/03/13/denykipp/

Intersecting Issues with privatization in East Side Union High School 
District

State “Rubber Stamp” Forces Charter Schools onto Districts Despite 
Local Denials and Admitted Refusal to Abide by Conflict of Interest 
law



“One of the state’s fastest-growing SELPAs is El Dorado County’s charter-only SELPA, 
whose number of affiliated charter schools has grown in just years from 41 in 2011 to 264 in 
2016. The affiliates include many of the state’s largest CMO chains. Schools affiliated with the 
Alliance chain in Los Angeles, KIPP in San Francisco and Oakland, King-Chavez in San Diego, 
and Rocketship in San Jose all have their special education needs met by rural El Dorado 
County, hundreds of miles away in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada”. …

“This flood of long-distance affiliation may reflect a substantial financial incentive. For instance, where the 
LAUSD SELPA traditionally retained 100% of a school’s special education funding, along with a contribution 
from each schools’ general fund, most charter schools associated with the El Dorado SELPA pay the SELPA no 
more than 5% of their special education funding, keeping the rest. In return, of course, the El Dorado SELPA 
also provides more limited services, and these schools are responsible for meeting their students’ needs. But 
for schools with limited numbers of special education students—or whose students’ needs are 
sufficiently mild that a school’s staff can meet them with minimal need for outside professional help—
the arrangement may make financial sense. All ten schools in the Rocketship chain, for instance, were 
affiliated with the El Dorado SELPA in 2015-16, with special education students accounting for just 5.5% 
of their combined student body—less than half the statewide average. Such schools may realize 
substantial savings by retaining average per-pupil special education funding while serving below-
average needs. But as a result, their home districts are left serving the neediest children but without the 
needed resources.”
(p. 34)

https://www.inthepublicinterest.org/report-the-failure-of-policy-planning-in-californias-charter-school-
facility-funding/



School Privatization Explained 

Are charter schools truly public schools?
Do charter schools and school vouchers “hurt” public schools?
Do charter schools get better academic results than public schools?
Are charter schools and vouchers a civil rights cause?
Are charter schools “more accountable” than public schools?
Do charter schools profit from educating students?
Do school vouchers help kids in struggling schools?
Are charter schools innovative?
Are online charter schools good options for families?
Do “Education Savings Accounts” lead to better results for families?
Do education tax credit scholarships provide opportunity?
Are tax credit scholarships a voucher by a different name?
Do charter schools and vouchers save money?

https://eduresearcher.com/2017/04/24/privatization-explained/



“The article contends that Pay for 
Success primarily financially benefits 
banks without providing the benefits 
that proponents promise. It 
concludes by considering Pay for 
Success in relation to broader 
structural economic considerations 
and the recent uses of public 
schooling to produce short-term 
profit for capitalists."

http://epaa.asu.edu/ojs/article/view/2640/1918
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.14507/epaa.25.2640

The Promise and Realities of “Pay for Success/Social Impact Bonds”

For more information on Social impact Bonds, see: 
http://bit.ly/sibgamble



https://theconversation.com/six-ways-and-counting-that-big-data-systems-are-harming-society-88660

–Joanna Redden, Co-Director, Data Justice Lab, Cardiff University 

1. Targeting based on vulnerability
2. Misuse of Personal Information 
3. Discrimination  
4. Data Breaches 
5. Political Manipulation and Social Harm 
6. Data and System Errors

Gorodenkoff/Shutterstock.comZapp2Photo/Shutterstock.com



http://nepc.colorado.edu/publication/research-based-options



http://nepc.colorado.edu/publication/research-based-options

Class size (reduction) matters... 
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